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second a Catholic Bishop; a third a Bishop of a schis-
matical party ; a fourth an Emperor ; a fifth a soldier,
a politician, and a suspected infidel; a sixth a states-
man and courtier ; a seventh a rhetorician and philo-
sopher. " He cut out the tongues by the roots," says-
Victor, Bishop of Vite; " I perceived the tongue en-
tirely gone by the roots," says ^Eneas; " as low down
as the throat/' says Procopius ; " at the roots," say
Justinian and St. Gregory. " He spoke like an edu-
cated man, without impediment," says Victor of Vite;
with " articulateness," says -^Eneas, " better than be-
fore ;" " they talked without any impediment/' says
Procopius ; " speaking with perfect voice," says Mar-
cellinus; "they spoke perfectly even to the end/* says
the second Victor; " the words were formed full and
perfect," says St. Gregory.

231. One of the striking points then in this miracle,
as contained in the foregoing evidence, is obviously its
completeness. We know that even deaf and dumb per-
sons can be made in some sense, to utter words; and
there may be attempts far superior to theirs, yet want-
ing in that ease and precision which characterize the
ordinary gift of speech. But the articulateness, nay, the
educated accent of these Confessors is especially in-
sisted on in the testimony. " A Cure left thus imper-
fect," says Douglas, speaking of a Jansenist miracle,
" has but little pretension to be looked upon as miracu-
lous ; because its being so imperfect naturally points